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Whither  shall  we  Go  ? 
or  Life's  Supreme  Decision. 

By  President  David  O.  McKay. 


'Baccalaureate     Sermon,      University 
Utah,    2nd    June,    1935.) 


of 


Text: 

"  It  is  the  spirit  that  quickeneth  ;  the 

flesh  profiteth  nothing." 

"  From  that  time  many  of  his  dis- 
ciples went  back,  and  walked  no  more 
with  him.  Then  said  Jesus  unto  the 
twelve,  Will  ye  also  go  away?  Then 
Simon  Peter  answered  him,  Lord,  to 
whom  shall  we  go?  thou  has  the  words 
of  eternal  life/'  John  6  :  63,  66-68. 
"  Once   to   every   man   and   nation  comes 

the   moment   to   decide, 
In  strife  of  Truth  with  Falsehood,  for  the 

good   or  evil   side ; 
Some   great    cause,    God's    new    Messiah 

offering  each  the  bloom  or  blight, 
Parts  the  goats   upon  the  left   hand,   and 

the  sheep  upon  the  right ; 
And  the  choice  goes  by  forever  'twixt  that 
darkness  and  that  light." 
Whether  such   a  choice  comes  once  or 
many  times  in  the  life  of  a  person  or  a 
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nation  has  little  bearing  upon  our  theme 
this  evening.  The  fact  that  the  power 
of  choice  exists   is   all  sufficient. 

In  the  journey  through  life,  every  nor- 
mal person  has  the  choice  of  two 
great  highways — one  leading  to  progress 
and  Right  the  other  to  retardation  and 
Wrong. 

In  the  scriptural  reference  just  quoted, 
a  group  of  Capernaum  faced  the  choosing 
of  one  or  the  other  of  these  highways — 
on  that  occasion  one  led  to  the  realm  of 
spirituality,  the  other  to  a  life  of  physical 
satisfaction   and    indulgence.  To    the 

many  "  who  turned  and  walked  no  more 
with  him,"  spiritual  realities  seemed 
metaphysical  vagaries.  They  did  not  be- 
lieve that.  "It  is  the  spirit  that 
quickeneth  ;  the  flesh  profiteth  nothing." 

A  Difference 

On  May  22,  1935,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  mourned  the  passing  of 
Miss  Jane  Addams,  who  a  few  weeks 
before  her  demise  was  the  nation's 
honoured  guest  at  Washington,  D.C.,  on 
which  occasion  she  was  esteemed  as 
"  The  bravest  American."  At  her  death 
she  held  the  love  and  confidence  of  social 
workers  throughout  the  world. 

A  short  time  previous  to  Jane  Addams' 
reception  at  Washington,  a  man,  also 
nationally  known,  was  riddled  with 
bullets  by  government  officers.  Outside 
of  a  small  circle  of  close  associates,  his 
death  produced  in  the  hearts  of  his 
countrymen  a  feeling  of  relief  instead  of 
mourning. 

Why  this  difference  in  the  effect  of  the 
lives  and  deaths  of  these  two  national 
characters?  Undoubtedly,  both  had  de- 
sired to  get  the  best  and  most  out  of  life. 
Yet  one  was  a  miserable  failure,  the  other 
a  glorious  success.  One  lived  a  life  of 
selfishness  and  depredation  ;  the  other,  a 
life  of  helpfulness  and  service.  One  pre- 
ferred to  grovel  and  learned  too  late  that 
the  flesh  profiteth  nothing ;  the  other, 
quickened  by  the  spirit,  sought  to  bless, 
and  in  losing  her  life  for  others  found 
life  everlasting.  Some  time  in  life  each 
had  made  life's  supreme  decision,  and  to 
us  who  live  their  deeds  herald  the  result. 

For  2,000  years  and  more,  the  majority 
of  the  millions  of  earth's  inhabitants  have 
preferred  the  indulgences  of  the  flesh  to 
the  ideals  of  the  spirit.  As  a  consequence, 
"  man's  inhumanity  to  man  has  made 
countless    thousands    mourn  "  :    poverty, 


suffering,  crime,  treachery,  cruelty,  and 
war  with  all  its  horrors  have  stalked 
through   the  earth. 

Choice  An  Individual  Responsibility 

As  real  to  us  as  the  consciousness  of 
life  itself  is  the  awareness  of  the  ability 
to  make  a  choice.  There  exists  an  eter- 
nal law  that  each  human  soul  shall  shape 
its  own  destiny.  "  No  one  individual  can 
make  happiness  or  salvation  for  another." 

Even  God  could  not  make  men  like 
himself  without  making  them  free."  Dr. 
Iverach  of  Scotland  is  quoted  as  saying, 
"  that  it  is  a  greater  manifestation  of 
divine  power  to  make  beings  that  can 
make  themselves  than  to  make  beings 
that  cannot,  for  the  former  are  men  and 
the  latter  are  puppets,  and  puppets  after 
all  are  only  things."  Another  way  of 
saying  that  free  men  must  live  in  a  world 
of  moral  order,  in  which  men  are  made  by 
education    and    experience.  The    very 

fact  that  we  ask  Whither  shall  we  go.-* 
or  What  shall  we  do?  or,  as  Peter  in  the 
text  quoted,  "  To  Whom  shall  we  go?  " 
implies  that  power  of  choice.  Let  us 
consider  at  the  outset  then,  that, 

Freedom   and  reason  make  us  men; 
Take  these  away,  what  are  we  then? 
Mere  animals,  and  just  as  well 
The  beasts  may  think  of  heaven  or  hell." 

Upon  the  decision  we  make  often  de- 
pends success  or  failure,  peace  or  discon- 
tentment, happiness  or  misery.  Such  a 
decision  may  determine  whether  one 
responds  to  the  call  of  one's  soul  to  rise, 
or  yields  to  the  tendency  to  grovel ;  for 
as  Carlyle  says,  "  There  are  depths  in 
man  which  go  to  the  lowest  hell  as  there 
are  heights  which  reach  the  highest 
heaven,  for  are  not  both  heaven  and  hell 
made  out  of  Him — everlasting  miracle 
and  mystery  that  he  is." 

When,  therefore,  on  that  long  ago  day 
in  Capernaum  Jesus  delivered  that  mysti- 
cal sermon  on  spirituality,  he  placed 
definitely  before  the  people  who  heard 
Him  the  responsibility  of  choosing  be- 
tween worldly  and  temporary  benefits  and 
the  life  abundant.  They  faced  life's 
supreme  test — a  test  which  comes  in  one 
form  or  another  to  every  normal  human 
being. 

The  glimpse  obtained  that  day  of  the 
light  that  guides  to  success,  happiness, 
and  peace  was  to  their  lives,  had  they 
known  >t,  what  the  "  morn  in  russet 
mantle  clad  "   is   to   the   full   dav   but   as 
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few  have  eyes  to  see  and  hearts  and  soul 
to  appreciate  "  those  rosy  steps  in  the 
eastern  clime  advancing,"  so  there  are 
few  persons  who  see  or  even  believe  in 
the  fuller  life,  and  often  after  glimpsing 
it,  they  turn  away  to  the  grosser  and  more 
sordid   things. 

Some  turn  away  because  they  cannot 
see.         Professor    Henshaw    Ward    says, 

The  scientist  looking  back  over  the 
past  centuries,  and  the  ever-widening 
field  of  natural  law  is  prone  to  assume 
that  all  manifestations  of  spirit  will  ulti- 
mately be  reduced  to  matter.  He  may 
be  excused  for  thinking  so,  but  if  he  is 
true  to  the  canons  of  his  profession,  he 
will  on  no  account  think  so.  You  will 
admit  the  possibilities  that  are  so  vividly 
described  by  Robert  A.  Millikin,  the 
famous  physicist:  "  Spirit,  personality 
and  all  those  abstract  conceptions  which 
go  with  it — like  love,  duty,  and  beauty — 
exist  for  you  and  for  me  just  as  much  as 
do  iron,  wood  and  water.  They  are  in 
every  way  as  real  for  us  as  are  the  physi- 
cal things  which  we  handle.  No  man, 
therefore,  can  feature  nature  as  devoid  of 
these  attributes,  which  are  a  part  of  your 
experience  and  mine,  and  which  you  and 
I  KNOW  are  in  nature." 

Science  is  and  must  forever  be 
materialistic.  Mr.  Millikin  in  his  labora- 
tory work  never  finds  any  spiritual  power 
interfering    with    the    atoms.  He   is    a 

materialist  in  a  sensible  meaning  of  the 
word.  If  now  he  never  lifted  his  eyes 
off  his  apparatus,  if  he  denied  that  there 
was  anything  in  the  universe  beyond  the 
laws  of  physics,  he  would  be  a  materialist 
in  a  silly  meaning  of  the  word — the  com- 
mon meaning,  which,  he  says,  '  is  an 
altogether  absurd  and  an  utterly  irra- 
tional philosophy.'  " 

Into  the  controversy  of  the  materialist 
and  the  spiritist  we  shall  not  enter  to- 
day, but  shall  try  to  present  facts 
gathered  from  observation  and  experience 
that  justify  us  in  remaining  with  the 
Christ  who  offers  spiritual  realities  in- 
stead of  turning  away  with  the  crowd  to 
indulge  in  effortless  possession  of  things 
of  the  flesh. 

We  live  in  a  Material  World. 

The  first  fact  which  we  may  accept 
without  argument  or  discussion  is  that 
we  find  ourselves  in  a  material  world  in 
which  nature  demands  that  man  make  a 
living.        In   this   material   realm   man   is 


simply  a  creature  of  nature.  He  pro- 
gresses as  he  lives  in  obedience  to  the 
laws       of      nature.  Subject      to      his 

environment,  he  is  continually  fight- 
ing forces  in  order  to  survive.  In  this 
physical  stage  of  life,  self  preservation, 
the  first  law  of  nature,  is  the  dominant 
idea  of  the  individual  and  of  the  race. 
As  a  result,  selfishness  is  a  characteristic 
trait.  The  struggle  of  the  tiny  blades 
of  grass  in  your  front  lawn  for  nourish- 
ment and  sunlight,  is  but  typical  of  the 
struggle  for  existence  throughout  the 
whole  physical  world.  Each  blade  makes 
an  independent  fight,  regardless  of  the 
deprivation  such  struggle  may  give  its 
neighbour.  Indeed,  death  of  the  neigh- 
bouring blade  may  mean  life  for  the  vic- 
torious one. 

So  it  is  among  birds  and  animals.  The 
robin  in  search  of  food  for  her  young  may 
be  caught  in  the  clutches  of  the  hungry 
hawk,  and  he  in  turn  fall  a  victim  to 
the  murderous  aim  of  the  hunter. 

Selfish  Struggle  in  Pure  Nature 

In  a  more  refined  and  polished  manner 
the  same  struggle  is  going  on  among 
civilized   man.  In    the   business   world 

particularly  but  also  among  the  profes- 
sions and  trades,  we  can  trace  the  primi- 
tive elements  of  this  eternal  struggle  for 
existence.  David     Harum's    "  silver  " 

rule,  "  Do  unto  the  other  fellow  what  he 
wants  to  do  to  you,  and  do  it  fust,"  is 
the  dominant  ideal. 

Not  only  that,  but  in  man's  existence 
in  this  world  of  nature  or  material  realm, 
there  is  a  phase  lower  than  the  struggle 
for  livelihood  and  comforts,  and  that  is 
the  tendency  to  grovel.  To  accumulate 
means  honourably  is  natural  and  most 
commendable.  "  He  who  will  not  pro- 
vide for  his  own  is  worse  than  an  infidel." 
When,  however,  a  man  harbours  the 
thought  that  he  will  exist  bv  injuring  his 
neighbour,  that  moment  he  begins  to 
circumscribe  his  life :  bitterness  replaces 
happiness;  sordidness  supplants  genero- 
sity ;  hatred  takes  the  place  of  love  ;  and 
beastliness  disfigures  humanity.  Soon 
the  ghoulish  spirit  preying  upon  life  to 
achieve  its  selfish  end,  sinks  to  the  depths 
of  degradation. 

As  I  speak  to  you  this  hour  there  are 
aching  hearts,  broken  homes,  and  sacri- 
ficed lives  as  a  result  of  selfishness  and 
unrestrained     indulgence.  How     much 

pain    and    suffering    must    this    old    world 
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experience  before  young  men  and  women 
who  carve  the  moral  atmosphere  in  which 
they  live  will  condemn  as  a  united  body 
the  inconsiderate,  grasping  nature  that 
appeals  only  to  the  baser  life  of  man? 
It  is  even  truer  to-day  that  when  Words- 
worth wrote  : 
"  The   world   is   too  much   with   us:   late 

and   soon, 
Getting  and  spending,   we  lay  waste  our 

powers  ; 
Little  we   see   in   nature  that  is  ours  : 
We  have  given  our  hearts  away,  a  sordid 

boon 
This    sea    that    bares    her   bosom    to    the 

moon, 
The    winds    that    will    be    howling    at    all 

hours, 
And  are  up,   gathered  now  like  sleeping 

flowers ; 
For  this,   for  everything,   we  are  out  of 

tune  : 
It  moves  us  not — Great  God!   I'd  rather 

be 
A  Pagan  suckled  in  a  creed  outworn  : 
So  might  I,  standing  on  this  pleasant  lea, 
Have  glimpses  that  would  make  me  less 

forlorn  ; 
Have    sight   of    Proteus    rising   from    the 

sea  : 
Or    hear    old    Briton   blow    his    wreathed 

horn." 
Those  who  choose  to  remain  in  this 
material  world  and  who  close  their  eyes 
to  the  promise  and  possibility  of  a  higher 
life,  merely  acknowledge  that  our  pur- 
pose here  is  to  be  born,  to  live,  breathe, 
prepare  in  a  general  way  for  those  who 
follow  after  us,  and  then  to  die — "  A 
stupid  round  of  existence  not  one  whit 
higher  than  that  of  the  silk  worm." 
"  To-day,  as  seldom  if  ever  before," 
writes  Hayden,  "  human  society  is 
threatened  with  disintegration,  if  not 
complete  chaos."  Why?  "  All  the 
ancient  evils  of  human  relationships,  in- 
iustice,  selfishness,  abuse  of  strength, 
become  sinister  and  terrible  when  re- 
inforced by  the  vast  increase  of  material 
power.  The  soul  of  man  cowers,  starved 
and  fearful,  in  the  midst  of  a  civilization 
grown  too  complex  for  any  mind  to 
visualize  or  to  control.  Joy  and  beauty 
fade     from     human     living.  Yet     life, 

abundant,  beauteous,  laughing  life,  has 
been  our  age-long  labour's  end.  What 
other  conceivable  worth  has  the  mastery 
of  the  material  world,  the  exploitation  of 


the  resources  of  nature  and  the  creation 
of  wealth,  except  as  a  basis  for  the  release 
of  the  life  of  the  spirit."  And  then  he 
adds:  "  We  are  witnessing  either  the 
crumbling  of  civilization  under  the  weight 
of  its  material  mechanism  or  the  birth  of 
a  new  organization  with  a  spiritual 
ideal." 

The  Life  of  the  Spirit 

Let  us,  then,  in  all  sincerity  accept  the 
fact  that  man  is  not  just  a  mere  animal, 
a  creature  of  the  flesh  which  profiteth 
nothing — but  a  spiritual  being,  a  soul. 
Sometime  or  another  every  normal. man, 
I  am  sure,  is  possessed  with  irresistible 
desire  to  know  his  relationship  to  the  In- 
finite. He  realizes  that  he  is  more  than 
a  physical  object  that  is  tossed  for  a  short 
time  from  bank  to  bank,  only  to  be  sub- 
merged finally  in  the  ever-flowing  stream 
of  life.  There  is  something  within  him 
which  urges  him  to  rise  above  himself, 
to  control  his  environment,  to  master 
the  body  and  all  things  physical,  and  to 
live  in  a  higher  and  more  beautiful 
world. 

James  Russell  Lowell,  in  singing  of  the 
glories  of  a  day  in  June  says  : 
"  Every  clod  feels  a  stir  of  might, 
An    instinct    within    it    that    reaches    and 

towers, 
And,  groping  blindly  above  it  for  light, 
Climbs  to  a  soul  in  grass  and  flowers." 

So  there  is  in  man  not  an  instinct,  but 
a  divinity  that  strives  to  push  him  onward 
and  upward ;  this  sense  or  feeling  is  pre- 
sent with  every  normal  human  being, 
ready  to  perfect  it,  in  response  to  which 
all  men  ought  to  be  earnestly  and  sincere- 
ly engaged  in  the  search  for  and  develop- 
ment of  spiritual  peace  and  freedom. 

Rudolph  Eucken  says:  "  I  cannot  con- 
ceive of  the  development  of  a  powerful 
personality,  a  deep-rooted  and  profound 
mind,  of  a  character  rising  above  this 
world,  without  his  having  experienced  a 
divinity  in  life  above  and  beyond  the 
world  of  sensible  reality,  and  as  surely 
as  we  can  create  in  ourselves  a  life  in 
contrast  to  pure  nature,  growing  by 
degrees  and  extending  to  the  heights  of 
the  true,  the  good  and  the  beautiful,  we 
may  have  the  same  assurance  of  that  re- 
ligion called  Universal." 

Inasmuch  as  man  acknowledges  the 
manifestation  of  this  divine  element  and 
participates  in  this  new  creation  through 
divine      power      and      grace,      life      will 
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altogether  be  transformed.  Now  at  last 
we  are  standing-  in  the  great  River  of 
Life,  of  which  we  are  allowed  to  touch 
no  more  than  the  brink  of  our  first  stage 
of  development.  It  is  here  that  we  find 
a  new  self — our  true  spiritual  self. 

"  Now  we  may  justly  say,  '  All  things 
are  yours,  but  ye  are  God's.'  Without 
this  religion  no  true  civilization  is  possi- 
ble. A  civilization  declining  all  contact 
with  the  super-natural  life,  and  refusing 
to  establish  those  mysterious  inner  rela- 
tions gradually  degenerates  into  a  mere 
human  civilization  and  becomes  a  parody 
of  civilization." 

Spirituality   Defined 

Spirituality  is  the  highest  acquisition 
of  the  soul,  "  the  supreme  crowning  gift 
that  makes  man  king  of  all  created 
things."  It  is  consciousness  of  victory 
overself,  and  of  communion  with  the  in- 
finite. It  is  best  expressed  in  doing  not 
in  dreaming. 

"  Every  noble  impulse,  every  unselfish 
expression  of  love,  every  brave  suffering 
for  the  right ;  every  surrender  of  self  to 
something  higher  than  self ;  every  loyalty 
to  an  ideal ;  every  unselfish  devotion  to 
principle  ;  every  helpfulness  to  humanity ; 
every  act  of  self-control ;  every  fine 
courage  of  the  soul,  undefeated  by  pre- 
tence or  policy,  but  by  being,  doing  and 
living  of  good  for  the  very  good's  sake — 
that  is   spirituality." 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  our  coun- 
try was  the  state  in  greater  need 
of  young  men  who  cherish  the  higher 
life  in  preference  to  the  sordid,  the  selfish 
and  the  obscene.  What  your  opinions 
are  to-day  regarding  life  and  its  objec- 
tives will  determine  what  the  moral 
standard  of  the  nation  will  be  to-morrow. 
Touching  this,  the  statistical  Babson 
writes:  "  The  coming  generation  can  see 
in  a  minute  more  than  the  former  genera- 
tion could  see  in  a  week.  The  coming 
generation  can  out-hear  and  out-trave^ 
the  former  generation.  Horsepower  has 
expanded  beyond  all  dreams,  but  what 
about  man -power?  What  about  spiritual 
power  and  the  power  of  judgment,  discre- 
tion and  self-control?  Unless  there  is  a 
development  of  character  equal  to  this 
enlargement  of  physical  forces,  there  is 
sure  trouble  ahead. 

"  Twenty-five  years  ago  an  intoxicated 
man  might  tip  the  buggy  over,  but  com- 


monly the  old  horse  would  bring  him 
home  ;  to-day  a  driver  under  the  influence 
of  liquor  maims  and  kills.  To-morrow, 
therefore,  is  something  to  ponder  over. 
Without  moral  progress  in  pace  with 
physical  progress,  the  airplane  will 
merely  make  dissipation  more  disastrous, 
immorality  more  widespread,  and  crime 
more   efficient.  As   one    result   of   the 

automobile  has  been  to  put  '  hell  on 
wheels,'  the  airplane  will  put  '  hell  on 
wings,'  unless  righteousness,  too,  is 
speeded  up.  On  the  development  of 
character  depends  whether  the  airplane 
shall  bring   prosperity   or  calamity." 

Guiding  Principles 

The  guiding  principles  to  the  realiza- 
tion of  the  higher  life  are  not  many  or 
complex.  Indeed,  they  are  few  and 
simple,  and  can  be  applied  by  everyone 
in  any  phase  of  life. 

I. — Recognition  of  the   Reality  of 
Spiritual  Values 

The  FIRST  is  a  heartfelt  recognition 
of  the  reality  of  spiritual  values.  This 
brings  us  into  the  very  realm  into  which 
Jesus  would  lead  us  for  the  abundant  life. 
He  taught  that  men  and  women  fail  to 
live  truly  and  really  amount  to  nothing 
unless  they  have  spirituality.  This  was 
burden  of  his  sermon  when  the  people 
turned  and  left  him,  and  now  as  we  face  it 
this  afternoon,  I  repeat  his  question  to 
you,  Will  ye  also  turn  away?  "  The 
spiritual,  thought,"  says  Babson  "  under- 
lies everything.  Without  it  nothing  worth- 
while can  be  accomplished.  The  old  reli- 
gion gave  the  letter  of  the  law,  but  it  re- 
mained for  Jesus  to  emphasize  the  spirit  of 
the  law ;  yet  spiritual  needs  can  be  met 
only  by  spiritual  means.  All  governments, 
laws,  methods,  and  organizations  are  of 
no  value  unless  men  and  women  are  filled 
with  true  righteousness  and  mercy. 
Material  things  have  no  power  to  raise 
the  sunken  spirit.  Gravitation,  electri- 
city, and  steam  are  great  forces,  but  they 
are  all  powerless  to  change  the  motives 
of  men  and  women. 

"  The  wealth  of  a  Rockefeller  cannot 
heal  a  broken  heart,  and  the  wisdom  of 
all  our  universities  cannot  turn  into  the 
paths  of  righteousness  a  wayward  soul." 
The  change  must  come  as  all  true  growth 
comes  from  within  outward.  "  The  heart 
aye's  the  pairt  aye  that  mak's  us  right  or 
wrong." 
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II. — Sense   of    Obligation    to    the    Social 
Group 

The  SECOND  guiding  principle  on 
life's  pathway  is  a  sense  of  obligation  to 
the  social  group.  Supplant  the  thought 
that  dominates  the  selfish  world  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  words  "  The  world  owes 
me  a  living,"  by  the  nobler  prayer,  God, 
give  me  power  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to 
others.  There  is  sound  philosophy  in 
the  parodoxical  saying,  "  Whosoever 
shall  save  his  life  shall  lose  it,  and  who- 
soever will  lose  his  life  for  mv  sake  shall 
find  it." 

III.— Power  of  Self=Denial  and  the 
Resultant  Self = Mastery 

The  THIRD  guiding  principle  to  the 
realization  of  a  higher  life  is  the  power 
of  self  denial  and  the  resultant  self 
mastery.  There  can  be  no  fullness  of 
life  where  there  is  slavery,  and  a  man 
who  is  subject  to  his  appetite  and  pas- 
sions is  the  most  abject  slave.  He  who 
can  rule  his  passions  is  greater  than  a 
king. 

IV. — A  Consciousness  that  the  Ultimate 

Purpose  of  Life  is  the  Perfecting  of  the 

Individual 

This  implies  an  intelligence  directing 
creation,  and  to  me  it  implies  a  divine 
personality,  a  beneficent  Father.  As  my 
thoughts  on  this  topic  may  carry  but  little 
weight  with  some  of  you,  I  shall  let  dis- 
tinguished and  accepted  authority  ex- 
press my  views. 

In  an  address  delivered  to  the  medical 
graduates  in  Edinburgh  University,  Sir 
Alexander  R.  Simpson,  dean  of  the 
Faculty  of  Medicine,  said:  "I  do  not 
know  in  what  mood  of  pessimism  I  might 
have  stood  before  you  to-day  had  it  not 
been  that  ere  the  dew  of  youth  had  dried 
from  off  me  I  made  friends  with  the  sin- 
less Son  of  Man,  who  is  the  well-head  of 
the  stream  that  vitalizes  all  advancing 
civilization  and  who  claims  to  be  the  First 
and  the  Last,  and  is  alive  for  evermore 
and  has  the  keys  of  death  and  the  un- 
seen. My  experience  compels  me  to  own 
that  claim,  for,  to  me,  He  has  established 
a  vivid  and  vivifying  correspondence  with 
our  supersensuous  environment.  He  has 
made  us  '  see  '  that  at  the  heart  of  things 
there  is  a  Father's  heart.  He  has  made 
us  '  know  '   that  in  the  complex  play  of 


circumstances  the  reins  of  progress  are 
in  the  hands  of  a  circumstant  who  makes 
all   things   work    together   for  our  good.'* 

Conclusion 

Fellow  students,  the  light  throwing  its 
beams  upon  the  entrance  to  the  spiritual 
realm  is  shining  to-day  as  it  shone  1900 
years  ago.  That  light  "  cannot  fail  to 
reveal  to-  men  sooner  or  later,  the  divine 
ideal  by  which  they  should  live."  The 
power  of  choice  is  within  you — the  roads 
are  clearly  marked — one  offering  animal 
existence,  the  other  life  abundant. 

In  the  words  of  John  P.  Altgeld  : 
'  Two  voices  are  calling  you — one 
coming  out  from  the  swamps  of  selffish- 
ness  and  force,  where  success  means 
death  and  the  other  from  the  hilltops  of 
justice  and  progress,  where  even  failure 
brings  glory.  Two  lights  are  seen  in 
your  horizon — one  the  fast  fading  marsh 
light  of  power,  and  the  other  the  slowly 
rising  sun  of  human  brotherhood.  Two 
ways  lie  open  for  you — one  leading  to  an 
even  lower  and  lower  plane,  where  are 
heard  the  cries  of  despair  and  the  curses 
of  the  poor,  where  manhood  shrivels  and 
possession  rots  down  the  possessor ;  and' 
the  other  leading  to  the  highlands  of  the 
morning  where  are  heard  the  glad  shouts 
of  humanity  and  where  honest  effort  is 
rewarded  with  immortality." 

Whither  shall  we  go? 

In  making  the  choice,  God  give  you 
clear-seeing,  strong  wills,  courageous 
hearts  !  Having  chosen  wisely,  may  you 
walk  with  heads  erect,  with  countenances 
open,  indicative  that  you  have  wronged 
no  one.  Even  though  the  tasks  of  life 
become  heavy  and  sorrow  weighs  upon 
you,  may  the  light  of  the  Christ  life 
beckon  you  on  still  undismayed. 

Still  guides  the  heavenly  vision  " 
whispered  the  immortal  Milton,  as  he 
glided  beyond  the  shadowy  portals  of  life. 
I  dream  dreams  and  see  visions  and 
then  I  paint  my  dreams  and  my  visions," 
was  the  reply  of  Raphael  to  one  who  had 
asked  him  how  he  made  his  marvellous 
pictures. 

Back  of  the  work,  back  of  the  sorrows, 
back  of  the  life  ever  glows  the  ideal. 
How  constantly  we  keep  our  eyes  upon 
it  determines  whether  we  shall  fall  as 
failures  along  life's  highway  or  fulfill  the 
divine  purpose  of  our  being. 
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MORMON  IDEAS  OF  HOME. 

By  Elder  Stephen  L.  Richards,  of  the  Council  of  Twelve 


My  friends,  I  propose  for  discussion  a 
very  humble  theme — one  that  is  common- 
place but  I  hope  not  cheap  or  unimpor- 
tant. I  speak  of  the  home.  What  is 
the  evolution  of  this  noteworthy  institu- 
tion? 

The  government  initiated  in  and  grow- 
ing out  of  the  home  was  the  first  known 
form  of  human  government.  The  head 
of  the  familv  came  to  be  the  chieftain  of 
the  tribe  or  clan.  The  patriarchs  were 
not  only  prophets  ;  they  were  law-givers. 

Then  too,  throughout  the  history  of 
civilization,  blood  ties  and  race  have  been 
the  strongest  cohesive  factors  in  the 
groupings  of  society.  Many  of  the  great- 
est nations  have  been  but  enlarged 
families  with  blood  strains  of  remarkable 
purity. 

The  home  has  ever  been  the  centre  of 
economic  interest.  It  has  undoubtedly 
produced  a  greater  part  of  the  wealth  of 
the  world  and  it  has  also  spent  it. 

It  is  the  primary  educational  institu- 
tion. Important  as  schools  have  been, 
they  have  never  occupied  a  position  more 
than  complementary  to  the  home,  which 
is  the  nurserv  not  only  of  all  human 
beings  but  of  all  virtue. 

Governments  which  have  attained  a 
high  place  in  the  world's  history  and 
affairs  have  been  those  which  have  given 
due  recognition  to  the  home  as  a  funda- 
mental institution  of  society.  They  have 
enacted  laws  for  its  protection  and  ad- 
vancement, and  crimes  against  the  home 
and  its  sanctity  have  been  regarded  as 
among  the  most  heinous  offences. 

In  this  connection  I  recall  the  statement 
of  an  eminent  man  who  at  one  time, 
speaking  in  the  British  House  of  Parlia- 
ment against  the  imposition  of  a  tax  on 
the  homes  of  the  poor,  said,  in  substance, 
"  Mv  home  may  be  a  poor  and  rude  one  ; 
the  roof  may  leak  ;  the  wind  may  enter  ; 
the  rain  may  enter  but  the  King  of  Eng- 
land with  all  his  army  can  not  enter.  My 
home  is  my  castle,  sacred  and  inviolate 
to  me  and  my  family."  Such  a  concep- 
tion of  home  has  lain  at  the  very  founda- 
tion of  English  and  American  law  and 
government,  and  that  conception  is  in  no 
small  way  responsible  for  the  rights  and 
liberties  which   we  now  enjoy. 


The  cry  of  the  world  is  for  men  and 
women.  I  know  of  no  place  where  they 
can  be  found  except  in  the  homes  of  the 
people.  The  homes  which  produce  real 
men  and  women  must  be  presided  over 
and  maintained  by  men  of  strength  and 
courage,  of  virtue  and  of  vision,  and  by 
women  of  tenderness,  unselfishness  and 
infinite  patience  and  love — endowments  of 
God  for  the  motherhood  of  the  race. 
Good  living  is  the  first  requirement  of 
every  parent.  God  pity  the  unfortunate 
parent  who  comes  to  the  realization,  as 
some  day  all  must  surely  do,  that  the  sins 
of  the  child  are  chiefly  attributable  to  his 
or  her  own  bad  example  or  neglect. 

Criminologists  tell  us  that  most  of  our 
delinquencies  originate  in  bad  or  neg- 
lected homes.  Economists  say  that  the 
training  of  the  home  is  largely  respon- 
sible for  the  thrift,  industry  and  pros- 
perity of  the  nations.  Doctors  advise  us 
that  the  health  of  the  people  depends  on 
its  care  and  teachings,  and  the  eugenist 
assures  us  that  the  whole  trend  of  human 
happiness,  intelligence,  goodness  and  en- 
durance depends  on  it. 

To  the  members  of  our  Church  the 
home  has  an  enlarged  significance  that  is 
subordinate  to  nothing  else  in  life,  for  it 
constitutes  not  only  the  source  of  our 
greatest  happiness  here  in  this  life,  but 
also  the  foundation  of  our  exaltation  and 
glory  in  the  life  to  come.  After  all,  it 
is  essentially  a  religious  institution.  It 
has  its  origin  in  religious  ceremony.  It 
is  the  fulfillment  of  divine  command.  Its 
government  is  of  a  religious  nature,  and 
the  finest  of  its  products  are  spiritual. 

So  it  is  here  in  the  humble  and  yet- 
exalted  institution  of  the  home  that  I  find 
the  greatest  opportunity  and  mission  for 
men  and  women.  I  am  sorrv  to  say,' 
however,  that  the  record  does  not  in  all 
cases  disclose  a  very  creditable  response 
to  this  big  opportunity  and  obligation. 
Modern  education  has  not  always  pro- 
duced good  home  makers.  Recentlv 
published  data  informs  us  that  average 
number  of  children  in  the  families  of  the 
boot-blacks  of  America  is  slightly  over 
four,  while  the  average  number  of  children 
in  the  families  of  school  teachers  is 
slightly  under  two.       Now  it  may  be  that 
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two  school  teachers  exercise  more  and 
better  influence  than  four  bootblacks,  but 
how  long-  will  it  take  on  the  present 
respective  rates  of  increase  for  the  boot- 
blacks to  crowd  out  the  school  teachers? 
I  present  this  illustration  .from  a  popular 
scientist,  not  in  derogation  of  people  who 
follow  humble  vocations,  but  to  emphasize 
the  fact  that  the  world  supply  of  intelli- 
gence, goodness  and  beauty  is  largely  a 
matter  of  propagation. 

There  is  in  this  respect  a  traditional  and 
rather  well  advertised  distinction  which 
our  people  enjoy.  They  have  been  noted 
for  their  large  families  and  had  they  been 
better  understood  they  would  be  famous 
for  their  good  families.  Children  have 
been  our  best  crop  and  in  the  good  old 
homes  there  has  been  an  abundance  of 
them.  Eight,  ten  and  a  dozen  in  a  family 
were  common  numbers. 

What  families  they  have  been  !  In  days 
of  privation  and  striving  how  they  have 
stood  together !  The  sacrifices  which  they 
have  made  one  for  another  ;  the  love,  the 
service,  and  nobility  which  have  come 
from  these  great  homes  will  probably 
never  be  known  to  many,  but  those  who 
know  of  it  and  speak  of  the  accomplish- 
ments of  our  Church  in  the  first  century 
of  its  existence,  mention  first  the  noble 
fathers  and  mothers  who  in  log  cabins  of 
the  frontier  or  mansions  of  luxury  have 
served  faithfully  as  priests  and  priestesses 
in  the  temple  of  the  home. 

Our  Church  calls  to  its  members  and  to 
all  people  to  maintain  the  integrity,  the 
purity  and  the  high  purposes  of  this 
sacred  institution.  I  trust  that  no  one 
will  ever  so  yield  to  the  insidious  appeals 
of  selfishness,  vanity  and  the  world,  as  to 
be  swerved  from  so  doing. 

To  warn  of  a  great  danger  I  must 
speak  of  it  more   specifically.  I  do  so 

most  reverently.  If  it  shall  please  the 
Lord  to  send  to  your  home  a  goodly  num- 
ber of  children,  I  hope,  I  pray,  you  will 
not  deny  them  entrance.  If  you  should, 
it  would  cause  you  infinite  sorrow  and  re- 
morse. One  has  said  that  he  could  wish 
his  enemy  no  more  hell  than  this,  that  in 
the  life  to  come  someone  might  approach 
him  and  say,  "  I  might  have  come  down 
into  the  world  and  done  beyond  computa- 
tion, but  if  I  came  at  all  I  had  to  come 
through  your  home  and  you  were  not  man 
enough  or  woman  enough  to  receive  me. 


You  broke  down  the  frail  footway  on 
which  I  must  cross  and  then  you  thought 
you  had  done  a  clever  thing." 

I  said  that  for  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  the  home  had 
a  great  religious  significance.  We  be- 
lieve that  the  marriage  compact  is  not  for 
life  only  or  until  death  doth  part,  but  for 
all  eternity;  that  when  the  covenant  is 
entered  into  in  the  proper  manner  and 
place  and  sealed  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Priesthood,  which  is  the  delegated  autho- 
rity of  God  to  man,  it  becomes  an  ever- 
lasting union,  an  eternal  institution  into 
which  there  shall  enter  all  children  born 
in  such  wedlock,  and  that  the  ties  of  kin- 
ship so  created  are  eternal  ties  recognized 
in  heaven  as  on  earth.  Our  heaven  is 
little  more  than  a  projection  of  the  sacred 
institutions  of  our  homes  into  eternity. 

The  spirits  of  men,  which  are  the 
literal  children  of  the  Father,  are  by  Him 
permitted  to  take  on  mortality  through  a 
home,  it  being  the  chief  purpose  of  the 
administrators  of  the  home  to  guide  the 
spirits  so  entrusted  to  their  keeping  back 
to  the  eternal  presence  whence  they  came. 

So  it  is  that  we  strive  so  diligently  to 
maintain  our  children  in  the  bond  of  this 
eternal  covenant  and  union.  We  do  not 
fear  death  because  death  does  not  break 
this  bond.  We  must  all  go  by  way  of 
it  to  find  place  in  the  eternal  family  circle. 
But  we  do  fear  sin  that  may  deprive  us 
of  the  presence  of  a  loved  one  when  we 
meet  in  our  future  homes. 

We  deplore  divorce.  It  strikes  at  the 
very  foundation  of  the  home.  The  num- 
ber of  divorces  among  our  people  is  very 
low. 

Perhaps  this  mere  glimpse  into  our 
philosophy  of  life  and  heaven  and  exalta- 
tion will  serve  to  justify  our  undying 
interest  in  the  homes  of  the  people. 

We  rely  on  these  institutions  to  pro- 
duce the  manhood  and  the  womanhood  for 
the  Church  and  the  nations.  Respect  for 
law,  order  and  established  institutions 
must  come  from  good  family  life  if  it 
comes  at  all.  Boys  and  girls  who  grow 
up  to  disregard  parents  are  not  likely  to 
be  easily  amenable  to  the  necessarv  re- 
strictions which  society  imposes.  If  thev 
cannot  respect  and  love  home  and  parents, 
their  affection  and  regard  for  any  worthy 
cause  and  institutions  are  doubtful. 
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Church  Wide  News 

Unveiling  and  dedication  of  the  forty 
foot  granite  monument  depicting  the 
coming  forth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  on 
the  Hdl  Cumorah  in  the  western  part  of 
the  state  of  New  York  will  take  place 
during  a  celebration  from  21st  July  to 
23rd  July.  Marking  the  spot  where  the 
Prophet  received  the  golden  plates  from 
the  Angel  Moroni,  the  monument  includes 
a  nine  foot  bronze  figure  of  the  Angel 
mounted  on  a  granite  shaft. 

Appointment  of  Dr.  Thomas  D.  Rees, 
of  Los  Angeles,  California,  as  president 
of  the  Australian  mission  to  succeed 
President  Clarence  T.  Tingey  has  been 
announced  by  the  First  Presidency. 

Illiteracy  in  Utah  is  lower  than  in  any 
other  state  in  the  United  States,  with  the 
exception  of  Oregon,  it  was  revealed  in 
a  recent  study  of  population  statistics  by 
the  Utah  State  planning  board.  Utah's 
percentage  is  1.2  per  cent.,  and  Oregon's 
1  per  cent.  Salt  Lake  City  was  next  to 
the  lowest  among  cities  with  .6  per  cent., 
as  compared  to  .5  per  cent,  for  Long 
Beach. 

A  Mission  Presidents'  Conference  was 
held  in  Liege,  Belgium,  beginning  20th 
June.  It  was  attended  by  President  and 
Sister  Merrill,  of  the  European  Head- 
quarters office,  the  nine  presidents  of 
missions  in  Europe  and  their  wives,  also 
by  President  and  Sister  Piranian,  of  the 
Palestine  Syrian  mission.  The  conference 
itself  occupied  12  days. 

Professor  Anthony  C.  Lund,  leader  of 
the  famous  Tabernacle  choir  of  nearly 
400  voices  in  Salt  Lake  City,  passed 
away  in  his  Salt  Lake  City  home  on  11th 
June.  Professor  Lund  has  led  the  choir 
since  1916,  when  he  succeeded  the  late 
Evan   Stephens.  He   was   the   son   of 

Anthon  H.  Lund,  a  counsellor  to  Presi- 
dent Joseph  F.  Smith  in  the  First 
Presidency. 

On  30th  June,  the  Hawaiian  stake  of 
the  Church  was  organized  under  the 
direction  of  President  Heber  J.  Grant  and 
President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.  The 
boundaries  of  the  new  stake,  first  to  be 
created  off  the  main  land  of  North 
America,  include  all  of  the  island  of 
Oahu,  which  includes  Honolulu.  Ralph 
E.  Wooley  was  set  apart  as  president  of 
the  new  stake. 


The  Secret  of  Rest 

"  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour 
and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give 
you  rest.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you, 
and  learn  of  me ;  for  I  am  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart  and  ye  shall  find  rest 
unto  your  souls.  For  my  yoke  is 
easy,  and  my  burden  is  light." — 
Matthew  XI,  28-30. 


It  is  natural  for  the  heart  of  man  to 
seek  after  some  place  of  rest,  to  find 
something  to  love,  some  satisfaction  for 
its  longings,  some  place  for  pause  and 
peace.  It  is  well  to  bear  in  mind  in  this 
connection  that  nothing  in  all  the  range 
of  the  universe  can  find  rest  except  in 
its  appropriate  orbit,  sweeping  round  its 
own  natural  centre  of  attraction. 

You  will  note  that  Jesus  does  not  say 
that  there  is  no  yoke,  no  burden;  but  he 
does  say  that  his  "  yoke  is  easy  and  his 
burden  is  light."  Somehow  he  found  in 
the  midst  of  all  his  turmoil,  all  his 
poverty,  all  the  hatred  levelled  against 
him,  all  the  pains  of  the  cross  and  death 
itself,   some  secret  of  rest.  How  was 

this  possible  when  "  he  was  so  despised, 
rejected  and  acquainted  with  grief?  " 

In  the  first  place,  Jesus  had  permanent, 
absolute,  unquestioned  trust  in  God,  his 
Father.  He  understood  the  spiritual  re- 
lationship between  them  and  trusted  in 
the  power  and  love  of  God  to  bring  him 
safely  through  every  trial  and  disaster. 
In  the  next  place  he  had  an  unfaltering 
trust  in  the  meaning  of  his  own  life.  He 
did  not  believe  that  he  came  here  to'  be 
blown  about  by  aimless,  futile  forces,  and 
then  end  in  nothing.  He  knew  that  his 
life  meant  something  as  related  to  the 
welfare  of  humanity  and  the  meaning  of 
the  world.  He  knew  that  God  was  the 
God  of  the  living  and  that  all  men  live 
unto  him.  So,  when  he  came  to  face  the 
fact  of  death,  it  shocked  him  as  it  would 
shock  the  stoutest  heart,  producing  a 
natural  physical  shrinking  from  a  dread 
reality.  But  he  had  a  supreme  faith  in 
the  fact  that  although  men  might  put  his 
physical  body  to  death,  they  could  not 
touch  him ;  so  he  went  on  finding  the 
significance  of  life  and  fulfilling  that 
significance.  Right  in  these  trusts,  this 
faith,  this  knowledge,  is  the  secret  of  the 
kind  of  rest  which  Jesus  found. 
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Has  anything  happened  since  Jesus 
spoke  these  words  to  make  it  any  less 
reasonable  for  us  to  rest  in  these  great 
trusts?  Do   we   not   have   an   infinitely 

larger  and  more  magnificent  universe  than 
the  people  of  the  world  had  at  that  time? 
All  the  great  external  things  have  been 
transformed  in  the  light  of  modern  dis- 
covery. But  we  are  scientifically  justi- 
fied in  having  all  the  reason  that  Jesus 
had  for  unfaltering  trust  in  God  and  the 
meaning  and  outcome  of  human  life.  We 
have  the  right  and  we  have  the  power 
to  become  followers  of  Jesus  and  to  place 
trust  in  the  integrity  of  the  universe  in  the 
centre  of  our  philosophy  of  life ;  for 
"  through  the  ages  one  increasing  pur- 
pose runs." 

No  intelligent  man  can  study  the  his- 
tory of  the  race  without  seeing  the  in- 
creasing dominance  of  the  good,  of  the 
hopeful.  We  can  place  trust  in  God,  in 
the  power  that  is  at  the  heart  of  the 
world,  in  the  centre  of  our  picture  of  life, 
and  let  the  chaotic,  the  dark  and  the 
shadowy  take  their  inferior  places  where 
they  belong. 

We  have  a  right  here  in  the  modern 
world  to  come  up  to  the  heights  of  the 
magnificent  trust  and  rest  which  Jesus 
promised  those  who  would  come  unto 
him.  There  are  bitter  ingredients  now 
and  then  in  the  cup  of  life  ;  but  it  is  so 
wondrous,  so  mysterious,  so  delicious  a 
draught,  that  we  should  thank  God  for  it 
every  day  and  trust  in  Him  whose  hand 
is  on  the  helm  of  the  universe. 

Let  us,  then,  take  the  words  of  the  old 
writer,  and  bind  them  to  our  hearts : 
"  He  that  dwelleth  in  the  secret  place  of 
the  Most  High  shall  abide  under  the 
shadow  of  the  Almighty." 


THE  PERFECT  LIFE. 

By  Nephi  Jensen,  Salt  Lake  City. 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  world's  only  living, 
breathing  exemplification  of  the  perfect 
life.  He  came  into  a  world  of  venerated 
error  and  hallowed  hypocrisy ;  but  his 
heart  was  never  moved  by  fawning 
flattery  from  the  heaven-sent  truth  he 
came  to  teach.  He  saw  the  dalliance  of 
the  gay  social  swirl,  but  was  not  deceived 
by  its  empty  show.  He  saw  pampered 
opulence,  surrounded  by  cringing  ser- 
vants, and  chose  himself  to  be  the 
servant   of   servants.        About    him   were 


the  shallow  souls  who  sought  for  ease  in 
idle  pleasure;  and  he  found  his  soul-ease 
beneath  the  burden  of  the  world's  sor- 
row and  woes,  which  he  bore. 

He  mingled  with  sinful  men  but  never 
partook  of  their  vices.  He  saw  the 
dazzling  glory  of  material  riches  but 
never  craved  even  a  solitary  place  to  lay 
his  head.  He  looked  at  the  gorgeous 
splendour  of  earthly  glory  ;  but  was  never 
blinded  by  its  hollow  grandeur.  He  stood 
erect  before  purpled  power  upon  the 
throne,  and  never  cringed  before  its 
imperial  oppression.  He  visited  the 
poor,  the  despised  and  the  downtrodden 
and  gave  them  the  full  measure  of  his 
illimitable  sympathy.  With  a  tenderness 
springing  from  his  own  unsullied  heart 
he  lifted  the  despised  outcast  up  to  honour 
and  the  beauty  of  purity.  He  visited  the 
bed  of  affliction  and  lovingly  gave  health 
to  the  decrepit,  strength  to  the  weak, 
sight  to  the  blind,  and  hearing  to  the 
deaf.  He  was  acquainted  with  grief  and 
mingled  the  tears  wrung  from  his  own 
sad  soul  with  the  tears  of  the  soul-sick 
children  of  men.  He  was  scoffed,  but 
never  answered  with  reviling.  He  was 
spat  upon  but  never  lost  his  gracious 
serenity.  He  was  hated,  and  loved 
those  who  hated  him.  He  was  cruelly 
put  to  death  and  blessed  those  who  cruci- 
fied him.  His  perfect,  victorious  life  led 
the  skeptic  Rousseau  to  say,  "  Socrates 
died  like  a  philosopher ;  Jesus  Christ 
died  like  a  God." 

B  □  

ANSjWERS  STARTLE  SOVIETS. 

The  Communist  International  solicited 
replies  a  few  days  ago  from  foreign 
friends  and  sympathizers  to  the  question, 
"  Who  is  the  greatest  man  in  history?  " 
To  this  question  many  letters  were  re- 
ceived which  must  have  surprised  Com- 
munistic leaders.  Out  of  a  thousand 
replies  received  many — the  exact  number 
was  not  made  known — named  Jesus 
Christ  as  the  greatest  man  the  world  has 
ever  known. 

Maxim  Gorky,  who  examined  the  re- 
plies, was  amazed  that  so  many  "  wor- 
shippers of  Christ  "  replied  to  an  appeal 
broadcast  from  Moscow  by  an  avowedly 
atheistic  organization.  The  question  was 
asked  as  part  of  one  of  the  daily  Com- 
munistic radio  programmes  broadcast 
from   Moscow  in  several  languages,   and 
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it  was  naturally  supposed  that  believers 
in  Christ  would  pass  the  matter  over  in 
silence. 

Replies  were  expected  from  thousands 
of  Foreign  Communists  who  would  name 
Karl  Marx,  Lenin  or  Joseph  Stalin  as 
the  greatest  men  in  history,  and  some  of 
the   letters   did   so.  There   was   great 

variety  in  the  answers.  Among  those 
named  were  James  Watt,  Humphrey 
Davy,  Michael  Faraday,  Plato,  Socrates, 
Alexander  the  Great,  Julius  Caesar,  Mar- 
coni, Mohammed,  Abraham  Lincoln, 
Columbus,  Lord  Kitchener  and  Thomas 
A.   Edison. 

The  replies  reveal  that  there  is  a  wide 
difference  of  opinion  among  men  as  to 
what  constitutes  true  greatness.  They 
were  no  doubt  a  distinct  disappointment 
to  the  Russian  Communist  leaders  and 
they  show  that  few  of  Europe's  workers 
are  thinking  along  lines  of  the  Communist 
dogmas  which  are  imposed  upon  all 
Russian  workmen. 

Deep  down  in  the  heart  of  man  is  the 
reverance  for  religion.  It  is  innate  in 
man.  No  wonder  that  the  world  pays 
homage  to  Jesus  Christ  as  the  greatest 
man  that  ever  wore  human  flesh. 

Editorial — Descret  News. 


a  a 


OPPORTUNITY. 

With  doubt  and  dismay  you  are  smitten 

You  think  there's  no  chance  for  you, 
son? 

Why,  the  best  books  haven't  been  writ- 
ten 

The  best  race  hasn't  been  run, 
The  best  score  hasn't  been  made  yet, 

The  best   song  hasn't  been   sung, 
The  best  tune  hasn't  been  played  yet, 

Cheer  up,  for  the  world  is  young ! 
No  chance?    Why  the  world  is  just  eager 

For  things  that  you  ought  to  create — 
Its  store  of  true  wealth  is  still  meagre 

Its  needs  are  incessant  and  great, 
It  yearns  for  more  power  and  beauty 

More  laughter  and  love  and  romance, 

More  loyalty,  labour  and  duty, 

No    chance — why    there's    nothing   but 
chance ! 


For   the   best   verse   hasn't   been   rhymed 
yet, 

The  best  house  hasn't  been  planned, 
The  highest  peak  hasn't  been  climbed  yet, 

The  mightiest  rivers  aren't  spanned, 
Don't  worry  and  fret,  faint  hearted, 

The  chances  have  just  begun, 
For  the  Best  jobs  haven't  been  started, 

The  Best  work  hasn't  been  done. 

— Berton  Bralev. 


AT  THE   CROSSROADS. 

He  stood  at  the  crossroads  all  alone, 
The   sunrise   in  his   face ; 

He    had    no    thought   for   the    world    un- 
known, 

He  was  set  for  a  manly  race. 

But  the  road  stretched  east  and  the  road 
stretched  west, 

And   the  boy  knew  not   which   road   was 
best. 

So  he  strolled  on  the  road  that  led  him 
down, 

And    he    lost    the    race    and    the    victor's 
crown — 

He  was  caught  at  last  in  an  angry  snare, 

Because  no  one  stood  at  the  crossroads 
there 

To  show  him  the  better  road. 

Another  day  at  the  self-same  place, 

A  boy  with  high  hopes  stood  ; 

He,  too,  was  set  for  a  manly  race, 

He,   too,   was   seeking   the   things   that 
were  good. 

But    one    was    there    who    the    roads    did 
know, 

And  that  one  showed  him  which  way  to 

go; 

So  he  turned  from  the  road  that   would 
lead  him  down, 

And   he   won    the    race    and    the    victor's 
crown. 

He  walks  to-day  the  highway  fair, 

Because  one  stood  at  the  crossroads  there 

To  show  him  the  better  road. 

— Anonvmous. 
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REINFORCEMENTS. 

We  arc  grateful  to  our  Heavenly 
Father  for  the  safe  arrival  if)  the  South 
African  mission  of  Elders  Robert  Rumel 
Child,  Lincoln  Anson  Daynes,  Ray 
Franklin  Marsh  and  Dee  Rich  Parkin- 
son. Elders  Child  and  Daynes  arrived 
safely  and  unexpectedly  on  Friday 
evening,  9th  August,  and  Elders  Marsh 
and  Parkinson  arrived  even  more  un- 
expectedly on  Monday  morning,  12th 
August.  Elders  Child  and  Daynes  are 
from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  Elder  Marsh 
from  Alpine,  Utah,  and  Elder  Parkinson 
from  Morgan,  Utah.  Elder  Child  has 
been  assigned  to  Durban  to  labour  with 
Elder  John  M.  Bailey,  who  has  been 
appointed  District  President  of  Natal,  and 
Elder  Daynes  has  been  assigned  to  Johan- 
nesburg. Elders  Marsh  and  Parkinson 
are  remaining  at  "  Cumorah  "  for  the 
present. 

We  are  overjoyed  in  welcoming  these 
splendid  young  men  to  the  mission  field 
and  know  that  they  will  be  of  great 
assistance  to  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  this 
land.  They  are  all  desirous  of  accom- 
plishing much  good  and  are  most  enthusi- 
astic about  the  country  and  the  prospects 
for  the  success  of  their  labours.  With- 
out question  this  additional  help  will  be 
felt  considerably  throughout  the  mission 
and  should  spur' all  of  the  travelling  elders 
and  all  of  the  members  to  greater  heights. 
May  the  influence  of  the  teachings  and  the 
example  of  the  clean  lives  of  these  young 
men  impress  the  many  honest  hearted 
people  with  whom  they  will  associate  dur- 
ing the  coming  years. — B. 


□   0 


Mission  News 

CAPE  DISTRICT. 

Elder    John    J.    Bates,    District    President, 
"  Cumorah,"   Main  Road,  Mowbray. 

Meetings  held  at  above  address,  Sundays, 
10.30  a.m.  and  7.0  p.m.  ;  Mutual,  Tuesdays 
7.45  p.m.  ;  Relief  Society  and  Priesthood 
Meeting,   Thursdays,    7.45   p.m. 

With  the  little  stage  at  "  Cumorah" 
adorned  with  a  beautiful  red  plush  cur- 
tain and  drapes  with  a  corresponding 
colour,  the  Relief  Society  gave  a  very 
successful  and  entertaining  concert  on  the 
evening  of  18th  July.       The  programme 


consisted  of  two  one-act  plays,  "  Cottage 
To  Let  "  produced  by  the  Relief  Society 
with  the  following  sisters  taking  part : 
Sisters  B.  Julyan,  A.  Eouric,  I.  Eouric, 
M.  Park,  E.  Wiid  and  E.  Backman;  and 
"  Lights  Out  "  produced  by  the  M.I. A. 
with  the  following  taking  part:  Miss  M. 
Gilford,  Miss  L.  Mullins,  Sister  A. 
Botha,  Mr.  J.  Cowley,  Bro.  Alvin  Park 
and  Elder  John  J.  Bates.  Musical  selec- 
tion were  rendered  by  Miss  D.  Connolly 
and  President  Backman  and  a  number  of 
South  African  impersonations  were  given 
by  Marjorie  Burger  and  a  very  clever 
sleight  of  hand  performance  by  Mr.  G. 
Dalebout. 

On  a  recent  trip  by  President  Backman 
and  Elder  John  J.  Bates  to  Paarl,  Robert- 
son, Van  der  Stel  and  Eerste  River  the 
members  of  these  little  branches  were 
found  to  be  in  good  spirits  and  enjoying 
the  blessings  of  the  Lord.  Sister  Amy 
Wakeford,  of  Eerste  River,  had  returned 
to  her  home  after  her  confinement  in  the 
Stellenbosch  hospital  and  is  now  well  on 
the  road  to  complete  health.  Sister 
Halse  was  unfortunate  in  breaking  an 
arm  but  has  surprised  everyone-  with  her 
very  rapid  recovery. 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  Gospel 
message  to  the  people  of  Parow,  Elder 
John  J.  Bates  .gave  the  illustrated  lecture 
on  the  history  of  the  Church  and  Scenic 
Utah  at  the  Princess  Kinema  on  Sunday, 
21st  July.  An  audience  of  more  than 
100  were  instructed  and  entertained  and 
it  is  hoped  that  much  good  may  have  been 
accomplished. 

Not  only  in  Utah  do  Church  members 
celebrate  the  24th  of  July  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  wonderful  work  of  our  Pioneer 
forefathers  but  the  clay  is  not  forgotten 
in  South  Africa.  Very  entertaining 
socials  were  held  both  at  "  Cumorah 
and  at  Brother  E.  Jakins  at  Parow.  At 
Parow  most  of  the  branch  members  were 
in  the  costumes  of  the  early  pioneers  and 
they  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  occasion 
with  a  great  deal  of  joy. 

Edward  Michael  Schwenk  was  the  name 
chosen  by  Brother  and  Sister  Schwenk 
for  their  new  arrival.  The  little  fellow 
was  given  a  blessing  and  this  name  by 
President  Backman  on  28th  July.  We 
pray  that  this  little  gift  from  God  will  be 
a  joy  and  blessing  to  his  parents. 

Venison  was  the  choice  dish  served  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seager  at  a  dinner  at  which 
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President  and  Sister  Backman  and  Elder 
Durham  were  entertained  recently  at 
Glencairn.  A  beautiful  spirit  was  mani- 
fest at  the  cottage  meeting-  held  following 
the  dinner,  at  which  meeting  the  family 
and  some  the  friends  of  these  delightful 
people  were  present. 

Baseball  at  "  Cumorah  "  for  the  sea- 
son of  1935-36  was  ushered  in  with  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  club  at  "  Cumo- 
rah "  on  2nd  August.  As  part  of  the 
business  of  the  very  enthusiastic  gather- 
ing, President  Backman  was  elected 
manager,  Elder  William  A.  Sorenson 
captain  and  Elder  Albert  E.  Clarkson 
secretary-treasurer.  "  Cumorah  "   in- 

tends to  stay  on  top. 

In  order  to  regain  the  sweet  spirit  of 
close  communion  which  the  Parow  Branch 
had  before  moving  to  the  large  hall  of 
the  Princess  Kinema,  meetings  were 
moved  back  again  to  the  home  of  Bro. 
E.  Jakins,  President  of  the  Parow 
Branch.  A  well  attended  branch  con- 
ference was  held  on  4th  August,  and  a  re- 
vival of  spirit  is  expected  of  this  little 
branch.  Brother  Frank  Smith  was  set 
apart  as  Superintendent  of  Sunday  School 
and  we  are  expecting  this  organization  to 
prosper  both  in  numbers  and  accomplish- 
ments. 

Following  Sunday  evening  sacramental 
service  on  4th  August,  the  front  room  of 

Cumorah  "  was  crowded  to  capacity 
with  members  and  friends  interested  in 
geneaology  to  hear  the  lantern  lecture  on 
"  Mormon  Temples  "  given  by  Elder 
Albert  E.   Clarkson. 

The  Bee  Hive  girls,  as  well  as  all  of 
the  Mowbray  branch,  are  very  happy  to 
welcome  Edwina  Harris  back  to  "  Cumo- 
rah "  after  a  successful  gland  operation. 
We  feel  that  the  Lord  has  been  verv  q-ood 
to  Edwina  and  trust  that  she  will  have 
the  best  of  health   in  the  future. 

Sore  muscles  and  stiff  backs  were  the 
result  of  soft  ball  and  other  American 
games  sweetened  with  a  freezer  of 
chocolate  ice-cream  indulged  in  bv  the 
Kehl  familv  and  "  Cumorah  "  family  at 
Gordon's  Bay  on  King's  Birthday,  5th 
August. 

After  a  week  in  the  Old  Somerset 
Hospital  little  Rosamond  Goodrich  has 
been  returned  to  the  arms  of  her  parents, 
Mr.  and  Sister  Al  Goodrich,  and  is 
well  on  the  way  to  recovery  from  the  in- 
fection  which    she   recently  contracted. 


Through  the  courtesy  of  these  fine 
friends  a  new  film  strip  on  "  The  History 
of  the  Church  "  has  been  shown  in  con- 
nection with  the  lecture  at  the  homes  of 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winter  at  Woodstock, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stolk  at  Woodstock,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunnam,  of  Mowbray. 
Elders  Julian  R.  Durham,  Lincoln  W. 
Kener  and  William  A.  Sorenson  have 
been  the  lecturers  and  report  very  inter- 
esting and  enthusiastic  receptions  and  feel 
that  much  good  has  been  accomplished. 

Showing  the  Junior  M.I.A.  boys  of 
Mowbray  how  the  Yanks  cook  "  hot 
dogs  "  and  toast  marshmallows  over  the 
camp  fire,  President  Backman,  Elders 
John  J.  Bates,  Albert  E.  Clarkson  and 
William  A.  Sorenson  took  this  fine  group 
of  boys  to>  Kirstenbosch  on  Friday 
evening,  9th  August.  All  of  the  group 
are  looking  forward  to  several  such  events 
during  the  M.I.A.  season. 

We  are  very  happy  to  congratulate 
Bro.  Eric  Jakins,  of  Eerste  River,  on  his 
ordination  to  the  office  of  Deacon  by 
President  Backman  on  Sunday,  11th 
August.  Brother  Jakins  and  his  family 
are  enjoying  in  abundance  the  spirit  of 
the  Gospel  and  we  trust  that  the  Lord 
will  magnify  him   in   this  calling. 

Elders  John  J.  Bates  introduced  Elder 
William  A.  Sorenson  to  the  members  of 
the  Cape  District  at  Paarl  and  Robert- 
son 11th  and  12th  August.  Sunday 
School  was  held  with  Bro.  Herbst  and 
family  at  P'aarl  and  an  evening  service  at 
Sister  Kings'  at  Robertson.  As  always 
the  elders  report  a  sweet  and  loyal  spirit 
with    these    outlying   branches. 

Because  of  the  uncertain  hours  of  his 
employment.  Brother  W.  V.  Slater  has 
not  been  able  to  carry  on  with  his  office 
in  the  M.I.A.  These  officers  should  be 
with  a  vote  of  thanks  for  his  efforts  and 
the  Young  Men's  Presidency  has  been 
completed  with  Brother  Leslie  Brem- 
bridge  as  First  Counsellor  and  Jack 
Cowley  as  Second  Counsellor  to  Elder 
William  A.  Sorenson.  Sister  Muriel 
Hobbs  has  also  been  set  apart  as  organist 
in  the  M.I.A.  These  officers  should  be 
of  great  assistance  in  making  the  M.I.A. 
even  more  successful  than  it  has  been. 

The  Cape  District  unitedly  joins  with 
the  whole  of  the  mission  in  thanking  our 
Heavenly  Father  for  the  safe  arrival  of 
four  excellent  voung  missionaries.  Elders 
Robert  R.  Child  and  Lincoln  A.   Daynes, 
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of  Salt  Lake  City,  arrived  unheralded  on 
Friday  evening,  9th  August,  and  Elder 
Ray  Marsh,  of  Alpine,  Utah,  and  Elder 
Dee  Rich  Parkinson,  of  Morgan,  Utah, 
almost  bowled  us  over  by  appearing  at 
"  Cumorah  "  on  Monday  morning,  12th 
August.  Elders  Child  and  Daynes  were 
well  initiated  by  the  Cape  elders  and  then 
left  for  Durban  by  the  Warwick  on 
Tuesday,  13th  August,  Elder  Child  to 
labour  in  Durban  and  Elder  Daynes  to 
labour  in  Johannesburg. 


DURBAN,  NATAL  DISTRICT. 
Elder  H.  J.  Trestraii,   Branch  President. 

Meetings  held1  at  Perla  Siedle  Studio, 
Buchanan  Building,  West  and  Russel  Streets. 
Sunday  School,  10.30  a.m.  Evening  Service, 
7  p.m.  Priesthood  and  Relief  Meetings, 
Wednesdays,    7.30  p.m. 

We  rejoice  in  the  blessings  of  the  Lord 
to  us  in  having  travelling  elders  again 
assigned  to  Natal  District.  Elder  John 
M.  Bailey,  who  has  spent  the  past  seven 
months  in  the  Transvaal  District,  has 
been  made  District  President  of  Natal 
and,  together  with  Elder  Robert  R.  Child, 
who  arrived  in  South  Africa  on  9th 
August,  will  be  with  us  to  encourage  and 
assist  us  in  our  work  and  to  carry  the 
message  to  those  that  have  not  had  the 
privilege  of  hearing  the  glorious  Truth 
of  the  Gospel. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  an  increase  in 
attendance  at  all  meetings  held  in  the 
Durban  Branch. 

Brother  and  Sister  Herman  Rose  pre- 
sented the  Durban  Branch  with  a  new 
member  in  the  person  of  a  bouncing  baby 
boy  on  15th  May,  1935.  The  baby  was 
blessed  and  given  the  name  of  Marvyn 
Melvin  Rose  by  Elder  Dunbar.  May  this 
little  fellow  be  a  blessing  and  joy  to  his 
parents  and  brothers  and  sisters. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  report 
the  deaths  of  Casper  Jacob  and  Peter 
Fielding,  the  twin  sons  of  Bro.  and  Sister 
C.  Smith,  of  Briardene.  Casper  died  on 
5th  May  and  was  buried  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Elder  H.  J.  Trestraii  on  6th  May, 
while  Peter  died  on  8th  May  and  was 
buried  under  the  direction  of  Elder  A.  A. 
Dunbar  on  9th  May.  We  are  sure  that 
the  hearts  of  all  of  the  South  African 
mission  will  turn  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Smith  in  sympathy  and  that  our  prayers 
are  for  the  comforting  influence  of  our 
Heavenlv  Father  to  be  over  them. 


Several  of  the  members  of  the  Durban 
Branch  have  been  kept  from  meetings  be- 
cause of  illness.  Sister  Anna  S.  Seaward 
and  Natalie  Fagan  have  been  seriously  ill 
and  Brother  Foster  has  been  away  from 
us  owing  to  illness.  We  trust  that  all  of 
these  members  will  be  blessed  that  they 
may  be  speedily  restored  to  their  health. 

Sister  I.  Lane,  of  Pretoria,  and  Brother 
C.  B.  Spear,  of  Bloemfontein,  have  been 
recent  visitors  to  the  Branch.  We  are 
always  pleased  to  see  visiting  brothers 
and  sisters  and  assure  them  of  a  hearty 
welcome  to  Durban. 


BLOEMFONTEIN. 

Elder  C.   B.  Spear,   Branch   President, 

183,   Monument  Road,   Bloemfontein. 

The  'flu  has  been  very  prevalent  in  the 
Branch  during  the  past  month,  having 
affected  Sister  May  Greenberg  and  her 
three  children,  the  two  daughters  of  Sister 
Florry  Greenberg,  Sister  Mavis  Coleman, 
Sister  Iris  McTaggart  and  Desmond  and 
Louis  McTaggart.  Through  the  adminis- 
tration and  the  faith  and  prayers  of  the 
Branch   members  all  have  recovered. 

Brother  Frederick  Spear,  Jr.,  of  Johan- 
nesburg, spent  three  weeks  with  the 
Branch  members  and  we  enjoyed  his 
association. 

The  meetings  of  the  Branch  are  carry- 
ing an  influence  of  peace  and  love  with 
the  members  and  are  much  enjoyed. 

PORT  ELIZABETH. 
Elder    R.    K.    F.    Doller,    Branch    President, 
Bushy   Park,   23,   Quoit   St.,   Port    Elizabeth. 

Services  held  at  Mechanics'  Hall,  No.  9, 
Donkin  Street,  Sundays,  10.30  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.  ;   Wednesdays,    7.30   p.m. 

We  have  been  overjoyed  in  having 
Elders  Howard  C.  Badger  and  Ross  D. 
Benson  labouring  in  the  Port  Elizabeth 
Branch  for  the  past  month.  They  are 
thankful  to  the  members  and  friends  for 
the  many  kindnesses  shown  to  them  and 
for  the  co-operation  and  assistance  in 
advancing   the   work   of  the   Lord. 

On  24th  July,  in  commemoration  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Pioneers  in  the  Great  Salt 
Lake  Valley,  a  Pioneer  social  was  held 
in  the  Mechanics  Hall.  Approximately 
forty  of  the  members  and  friends  were 
in  attendance.  The  evening's  entertain- 
ment consisted  of  a  very  excellent  pro- 
gramme presented  by  the  talented  mem- 
bers  and  friends  of  the   Branch,   games, 
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refreshments  and  dancing.  All  enjoyed 
the  event. 

Sunday,  14th  July,  the  twin  daughters 
of  Mrs.  D.  J.  Viljoen  were  blessed  by 
Elders  Badger  and  Benson,  being  given 
the  names  of  Helen  and  Petronella. 

Sister  Harriet  Humphries  was  married 
to  George  Alfred  Swartz  on  Tuesday, 
23rd  July.  We  wish  the  young  couple 
happiness  and  pray  the  blessings  of  the 
Lord  upon  them. 

We  are  happy  to  announce  that 
another  member  of  the  Port  Elizabeth 
Branch  has  received  the  gift  of  the 
priesthood.  Brother  Clarence  Royal 
Doller  was  ordained  a  deacon  by  Elder 
Howard  C.  Badger  on  4th  August. 
Young  Brother  Doller  has  proved  himself 
a  "  worthy  vessel  "  and  we  know  that 
he  will  have  the  blessings  of  the  Lord 
in    his   new  calling. 

In  celebration  of  the  first  birthday  of 
Olive  Mavis  Anderson,  a  pleasant  social 
evening  was  held  at  the  home  of  Branch 
President  Doller  on  5th  August.  Con- 
gratulations to  little  Miss  Anderson,  the 
granddaughter  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Doller. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mrs.  Lind- 
gren,  Elders  Badger  and  Benson  had  the 
opportunity  of  showing  the  lantern  lecture 
on  "  Ancient  America  "  and  "  Scenic 
Utah  "  to  a  group  of  friends  at  her  home 
on  9th  August. 


TRANSVAAL  DISTRICT. 
District   President:   Morris   Pratt    Woolley. 

Meetings  held  at  395,  Commissioner  Street, 
Wednesdays  at  8.00  p.m. ;  Thursdays  at  8.00 
p.m. ;  and  Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30 
p.m. 

Springs  Hall,  19,  Second  Avenue,  Geduld : 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  at  8.00  p.m.  ;  and 
Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 

Liahona  Branch,  20,  Petunia  St.,  Rosetten- 
ville :   Sundays  at   10.30  a.m.    and   7.30  p.m. 

Waterval  Branch,  c/o  J.  P.  Brummer, 
Waterval  Estate:  Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and 
6.00  p.m. 

Boksburg  Branch,  29,  Moore  Avenue : 
Sundays   at  7.30  p.m. 

As  a  result  of  the  splendid  missionary 
work  performed  in  the  Transvaal  district 
for  the  month,  we  take  pleasure  in 
announcing    eight    baptisms    and    eleven 


blessings.  At  a  baptismal  service  held 
at  Ramah  on  14th  July,  Hendrick  Luese 
Jakobs  was  baptised  by  Elder  W.  O. 
Taysom  and  confirmed  by  Elder  R.  W. 
Millburn.  At  a  large  baptismal  service 
held  at  Ramah  on  the  4th  of  August, 
Jacob  John  Schubach  was  baptised  by 
Elder  M.  P.  Woollev  and  confirmed  bv 
Elder  R.  W.  Millburn ;  Theonise  Lilia 
Schubach  was  baptised  by  Elder  John  M. 
Bailey  and  confirmed  by  Elder  Leonard 
G.  Muir ;  Dennis  Jacob  Schubach  was 
baptised  by  Elder  W.  O.  Taysom  and  con- 
firmed by  Elder  John  M.  Bailey ;  Marie 
Emilie  Cheron  Schubach  was  baptised  by 
Elder  John  M.  Bailey  and  confirmed  by 
Elder  Frederick  J.  Spear;  Anna  Petro- 
nella Elizabeth  van  Rooyen  was  baptised 
by  Elder  M.  P.  Woolley  and  confirmed 
by  Elder  W.  O.  Taysom;  Anna  Helena 
Becker  was  baptised  by  Elder  R.  W. 
Millburn  and  confirmed  by  Elder  M.  P. 
Woolley.  Again,  on  Surtday,  11th 
August,  another  soul  was  brought  into 
the  waters  of  baptism,  Hilda  Maud  Hod- 
kinson  being  baptised  by  Elder  John  M. 
Bailey  and  confirmed  bv  Elder  W.  O. 
Taysom.  On  the  24th  of  July,  Johannes 
Jurie  Lodewikus  Pretorious  was  blessed 
by  Elder  John  M.  Bailey.  On  the  14th 
of  July,  Dawn  Roslin  Brown  was  blessed 
by 'Elder  M.  P.  Woolley.  On  the  28th 
of  July,  Cecelia  Helena  Brummer  was 
blessed  by  Elder  J.  P.  Brummer.  On 
the  4th  of  August,  Graham  Roland  Schu- 
bach and  Eluire  Emilie  Schubach  were 
blessed  by  Elder  M.  P.  Woolley  ;  Mavis 
Theonise  Schubach  and  Marlene  Martha 
Schubach  were  blessed  by  Elder  R.  W. 
Millburn  ;  Normand  Gerald  Schubach  was 
blessed  by  Elder  W.  O.  Taysom  ;  Clifford 
John  Schubach  was  blessed  bv  Elder  John 
M.  Bailey ;  Muriel  Louise  Schubach  was 
blessed  bv  Elder  L.  G.  Muir;  Emile 
Charles  Schubach  was  blessed  by  Elder 
Frederick   J.    Spear. 

Leaving  Johannesburg  on  16th  Julv, 
Elders  M.  P.  Woolley  and  R.  W.  Mill- 
burn  motor-biked  through  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  Transvaal,  visiting  members 
and  friends,  who  are  living  in  these  dis- 
tant  districts. 

Elders  W.  O.  Tavsom  and  John  M. 
Bailey  were  much  impressed  with  the 
sweet  spirit  that  they  found  with  Brother 
and  Sister  Venter  at  Grassmere  and  Sister 
Oloefse  and  family  at  De  Duur  on  their 
visit  to  them  on  5th  August. 


1.32 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER. 


20th  August,   1935. 


Elder  Ralph  W.  Millburn  reports  signs 
of  much  progress  in  the  Pretoria  Branch 
under  the  leadership  of  the  new  Branch 
President,  Brother  A.  A.  J.  C.  Dieperink, 
which   Branch  he  visited  on   2nd  August. 

In  fact,  a  general  feeling  of  optimism 
and  encouragement  is  prevalent  through- 
out the  whole  Transvaal  District.  The 
knowledge  and  assurance  of  the  goodness 
of  our  Heavenly  Father  is  firmly  im- 
bedded in  the  minds  of  the  Transvaal 
members  of  the  Church. 

We  wish  to  sincerely  thank  and  highly 
compliment  those  who  performed  and  so 
generously  gave  of  their  talent  in  the  con- 
cert sponsored  by  the  Ramah  M.I. A.  on 
the  9th  of  August.  A  packed  house 
greeted  the  artists  and  a  feature  of  the 
evening  was  a  skit  presented  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  M.I. A.  entitled,  "  The 
Floradora  Sextette,"  which  was  produced 
with  great  success  and  proved  highly 
hilarious. 

Under  the  very  able  direction  of  Sister 
van  Rooyen  the  Primary  Association  are 
making  strenuous  and  joyful  progress  on 
their  forthcoming  pageant. 

Our  hearts  are  full  of  sympathy  for 
Brother  and  Mrs.  P.  J.  Pretorius  in  the 
loss  of  their  little  son,  Johannes  Jurie 
Lodewikus.  May   the   comfort    of   the 

spirit  of  the  Lord  be  with  them. 

On  the  14th  day  of  Julv,  Branch  Presi- 
dent R.  B.  Jakins,  of  Springs  Branch, 
together  with  his  counsellors  were  re- 
leased with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for 
their  splendid  service  and  Brother  I.  C. 
Louw  was  sustained  and  set  apart  as 
Branch  President,  with  Brother  Gert 
van  Mollendorff  and  Brother  Charles 
Jubber   as   his   counsellors.        Great   pro- 
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gress  is  anticipated  for  the  Springs 
Branch  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the 
Rand  under  the  leadership  of  these  very 
capable  brethren. 

On  the  21st  of  July,  1935,  Brother  I. 
C.  Louw  was  advanced  in  the  Priesthood 
to  the  office  of  Priest  being  ordained  by 
Elder  R.  B.  Jakins,  and  Brother  Gert 
van  Mollendorff  was  ordained  to  the  office 
of  Teacher. 

"  A  great  time  "  was  the  comment  on 
the  Pioneer  social  held  at  Springs  on  the 
27th  of  July,  which  was  well  attended  and 
which  featured  as  refreshments,  beans 
and  brown  bread  served  in  real  pioneer 
fashion. 

As  with  all  of  the  Transvaal,  illness 
has  been  prevalent  in  Springs  affecting 
Bro.  Hughie  Campbell,  Sister  Johnson 
and  Sister  Mavis  Louw.  All  are  well  on 
the  way  to  recovery  through  the  help  of 
the  Lord. 

Liahona  is  showing  wonderful  progress 
and  all  of  the  Liahona  members  are  now 
training  their  tuneful  voices  and  singing 
songs  of  praise  in  the  choir  recently 
organized  which  has  been  a  wonderful  in- 
centive in  creating  an  increase  in  the 
number  in  attendance  and  interest  in  the 
meetings.  Cottage  meetings  are  also 
being  urged  in  this  little  branch  and  much 
success  is  attending  the  efforts  of  the 
members. 

Brother  and  Sister  Joseph  Joubert.  of 
East  Town,  have  been  blessed  with  a 
beautiful  baby  girl.  This  little  spirit 
came  to  this  fortunate  home  on  16th  Julv. 
1935,  and  we  feel  that  the  Lord  will 
indeed  bless  her  and  know  that  she  will 
bring  joy  and  the  blessings  of  Heaven  to 
her  parents. 

His  companion  elders,  all  of  the  mem- 
bers and  friends  will  miss  Elder  Tohn  M. 
Bailev.  who  has  been  transferred  to  the 
Natal  District  and  honoured  to  be  called 
to  serve  as  District  President  of  that  dis- 
trict. We  all  join  in  wishing  him  the 
best  of  luck  and  pray  for  the  blessings  of 
our  Heavenlv  Father  to  inspire  and  guide 
him  in  his  new  calling-. 
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